Vermont Campus Sustainability Network Meeting

Middlebury College: Friday, September 3, 2010

The Vermont Campus Sustainability Network has started off the new school year with the first

fall meeting at Middlebury College. On the schedule were presentations on student

weatherization work, energy efficiency opportunities with Efficiency Vermont, and displaying

Middlebury and other Vermont schools’ sustainability work.

News:

- Casey Taylor named the new Environmental Studies Coordinator at Bennington College

- Green Mountain College rated #1 “Greenest School” by Sierra Magazine

- St. Michael’s has created an Environmental Studies major with 50 students enrolled

- ImportantConferences: AASHE, NECSC-Montreal, REV

VCSN Members speaking at AASHE Conference

-Amber Garrard from Green Mountain College gave a presentation on the school’s Biomass

plant and student activism at the AASHE Conference.

-Heather Ellis from Saint Michael’s will presented on student garden initiatives.

-Jack Byrne from Middlebury College, in collaboration with Furman College, spoke about

integrating sustainability into the curriculum.

-Tatiana Abatemarco from University of Vermont presented on about how sustainability

coordinators can build connections between students and the community. Mieko Ozeki also also

be presented on student green fees that have been implemented at a number of schools.

Weatherization Initiatives:

Green Mountain College would like to see a closer relationship between Vermont Schools and

Efficiency Vermont. By working together, schools and Efficiency VT can trade technical

expertise and general expertise.

Vermont Technical College spoke about the use of green economic stimulus grants, for programs

such as training programs for renewable energy initiatives. VTC is also planing to implement 15

smaller grants that will go towards heating efficiency initiatives, and they are working on a duel

heating and electric power plant fueled by manure and food scraps.

Ken Welch of Neighbor Works spoke about their initiatives in Rutland County to make every

home as efficient as possible by lowering heating and cooling costs. Their goal is to get every

home to be self- sustaining by giving homeowners energy saving loans and connecting them to

energy auditing and retrofitting opportunities.

Middlebury is working on student led residential sustainability coordinator program. This

program is led by upperclassmen, working with teams of freshmen, leading to an open-ended

curriculum for commons activities. Middlebury is also working on energy saving competition

with teams of five students measuring their energy usage. Students measure their energy usage

one week, and the next week is conservation week, with students saving up to 50% of energy.

Next VCSN Meeting

Plans are underway for our next meeting, date TBD January 2011. If you are interested in

participating, please contact Tatiana.Abatemarco@uvm.edu
